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DAYTON, Ohio- Three words can make a big difference to a writer. 
In 1948, Erma (Fiste) Bombeck timidly slipped the humorous essay, "Now I am 
miserable," under the office door of University of Dayton English professor Brother Tom Price, 
S.M. Price was facu1ty adviser for The Exponent, a student literary magazine. 
"He said to me three magic words: 'You can write,"' Bombeck recalled in a 1991 
interview. "I needed it (that encouragement) at the time. It's all I needed as an impetus to keep 
going, and it sustained me for a very long time." Bombeck received a degree in English from UD 
in 1949 and went on to write a dozen best-selling books and more than 4,000 syndicated 
columns. She died in 1996 of complications following a kidney transplant. 
Today, Brother Tom's family is continuing his legacy of encouraging writers. Ralph and 
Cindy Price Hamberg have made a gift to start an endowment for the University of Dayton's 
Erma Bombeck Writers' Workshop. Cindy Hamberg is Brother Tom's cousin. Brother Tom 
graduated from UD in 1911 and taught English at the University for more than 30 years. He 
died in 1968. 
"It's beautiful to see the impact one person's words of encouragement can have on 
others," said Tim Bete, director of the writers' workshop. "The Hamberg's gift will help us 
continue to teach and motivate writers, just like Brother Tom inspired Erma." 
A copy of the essay Erma slipped under Brother Tom's door hangs on Bete's office wall. 
"It reminds me even the best writers need an encouraging word now and then," says Bete, 
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who is also a newspaper columnist and author. "Every day, I receive e-mail messages from 
writers who are discouraged at the odds of getting published. I often quote Brother Tom's 
words to them." 
Ralph and Cindy Price Hamberg attended the 2004 Erma Bombeck Writers' Workshop, 
which attracted more than 300 attendees from 38 states and four countries. Speakers included 
Craig Wilson (USA Today columnist), Jill Conner Browne (New York Times best-selling author), 
Karyl Miller (Emmy award-winning sitcom writer-producer) and Don Novello (actor/author 
best known for playing Father Guido Sarducci on Saturday Night Live). Novello is also a 
University of Dayton graduate. The workshop is offered every other year in cooperation with 
the Bombeck family. 
"The writers' workshop is a labor of love for us," said Bete. "As the endowment grows, it 
will make our labor a little easier and allow us to reach more writers." 
Erma's column, "Now I am miserable," can be read at www.Erma.HumorWriters.org. A 
video of Erma telling her story about Brother Tom can be viewed at 
www.Video.HumorWriters.org. For more information about the Erma Bombeck Writers' 
Workshop, visit www.HumorWriters.org. 
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